3. MORPHOLOGY 



3,1. Noun Morphology 

The kinds of suffixes which occur with the stems define 
the class of stems. Nouns in Pur ki may thus be defined on 
the basis of the suffixes with which they occur. The 
stems which can occur with case suffixes are nouns. These 
stems will not however occur with tense suffixes. 

3.1.1. Gender 

The nouns which are animate are marked for gender in 
Purki. Different suffixes are added with the noun stems in 
order to denote the masculine and feminine gender. Unlike 
Hindi and other Indo-Aryan languages, not all the nouns in 
Purki are inflected for gender. 

3.1.1.1. Masculine Gender 

The morpheme which denotes masculine gender has two 
allomorphs. The forms -p^o and ~o denote the masculien 
gender. The form -o is found occurring with only one lexical 
item. 



baqp^o 


^bridegroom' 


byap**o 


•cock' 


rgyalp^o 


'king ; ruler' 


skutp*^o 


'wife's brother' 


The suffix -0 is found 


occuring in 


apo 


*old man' 


only. 
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3.1.1.2. Feminine Gender 

The morpheme -mo expresses feminine gender. It has two 
allomorphs -mo and -/'. The allmorph -i occurs with only one 
lexical item. 



bomo 


'girl' 


ba^mo 


'bride' 


k^imo 


^bitch' 


byamo 


'hen' 


rgyalmo 


'queen' 


-/ is found in 




api 


*old woman' 


only. 





In the order of occurrence, the gender suffix follows the 
noun stem. It precedes the suffix which denotes the nimiber 
(see 3.1.2). This may be shown as 

Noun stem+Gender 

In the case of inanimate gnouns, the gender is not marked 
by any suffix because such classification is absent in inanimate 
nouns. 

3.1.2. Number 

The nouns in Purki are inflected for number. Singular 
versus plural distinction is made by the inflection of different 
suffixes with the noun stems. In the order of occurrence, the 
suffix denoting the number follows the gender suffix. In other 
words, the gender suffix precedes the number suffix (see 1.1.2). 

Noun stem + Gender + Number 

3J.2.1. Singular 

There is no suffix in Purki to denote the singular number. 
The noun stems as such denote the singular. The singular 
nouns in Purki aie unmarked. 



pa:ca 


'kiug' 


bomo 


'girl' 


pi^ru 


'child' 


bila 


'cat' 



3.1.2,2. PInral 

In order to express plurality, the morpheme --un is added 
after the noun stems. The plural morpheme has no positional 
variant. 



bomo 'girl' bomoun^ 'girls' 

p^ru 'child' ptirun 'children' 

garba 'blacksmith' gorbaun 'blacksmiths' 

sink^^an 'carpenter' sink^anun *carpentei;s' 

skin 'deer' skinun 'd«cr* 



The number suffix in the order of occurrence follows the 
gender suffix. 



bahmoun 
byap*^oun 
baqp^^oun 



'brides' 
'cocks' 
'bridegrooms' 



diu *it(inanimate)' diun 'they(inanimate)' 



The personal pronominal system in Purki makes not only 
the singular versus plural distinction but also exclusive and in- 
clusive plural in the first person. The honorific versus 
nonhonorific distinction is maintained in both the second and 
third person. In the second person, both singular and plural 
maintain the honorific versus nonhonorific distinction. The 
pronoun k^eran is used when the hearer has a social status lower 
than the speaker or is younger than the speaker. The pronoun 
eran is used when the hearer has the higher or same status in 
the society or is older than the speaker. As far as third person 
is concerned in singular two forms are used, k^o denotes ani- 
mate objects. It can be used to refer to both human beings and 
animals. However, this form cannot be used to refer to inani- 
mate objects. The plural form in third person is k^on. The 
plural form k^on is used to refer to singular whenever the per. 
son referred to has higher social status^or older than the speaker. 
Otherwise the pronoun k'^o is used. It is necessary to recognise 
not only the animate versus inanimate distinction but also 
human versus non-human distinction under which the honorific 
versus non-honorific distinction falls. The classification of the 
pronominal system may be shown as 



PERSONAL PRONOUNS 



First Person 



Second Person 



Singular 

I 
na 

T 



Plural 



Singular 
I 



I 
Plural 



Third Person 

I 
I 



"I 



Inclusive Exclusive Honorific Non- Honorific Non- Animate Inanimate 

I I I Honorific I Honorific 



iiatan 



na£a eran k^^eran en tan 

'we' *you' 'you' ^you' 



k^entan 
'you' 



Singu- Plural 
lar I 

I I 

diu diun 

'it' nhey- 



Honorific 

k^on 
'he/she' 



Non 
Honorific 

I 
1 



Singular 

k^o 
*hc/she/it' 



Plural 

I 
khoA 
*they' 



g 



OS 



3,2. V«rb Morphology 

3.2.1. Main verbs 

The stems which fall under the category of verb can be 
defined on the basis of the suffixes^with which they occur. The 
verbal sterns are capable of taking tense suffixes with or without 
aspectual suffixes. This is an important criterion which 
distinguishes verbal stems from nominal stems. The nominal 
stems do not occur with tense suffixes. The verbal stems espe- 
cially roots function as imperatives whereas the nominal roots 
cannot function as imperatives in Purki language. The verbal 
stems occur with the verbal participle suffix. Finally the verbal 
stems do not occur with case suffixes whereas the nominal stems 
occur with case suffixes. 

3.2.1.1. Stem classes 

The verbal stems may broadly be classified into two classes. 
This classification is based on the basis of past tense suffix. Those 
stems which take ~s as the past tense suffix form class 1 and 
those which do not take -s as the past tense suffix but -^ as the 
past tense suffix form class 2. Class 1 is a larger class compared 
to class 2. 



P^^anma 


p^ans 


•discarded' 


c^a 


c^as 


'pained' 


inzarba 


inzes 


•agreed (hold the same 
opinion)' 


binma 


biiis 


^appeared' 


t^ulba 


t^uls 


'climbed' 


zukpa 


zuks 


'barked (as a dog)' 


p^ua 


p^^us 


'blow (flute horn)' 


caqpa 


2aqs (tr) 


'broke' 
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cat pa 


cats (tr) 


•btoke* 


tumba 


tnms 


'covered' 


Smoa 


§mos 


'cultivated' 


braqpa 


braqs 


*cut (hair)' 


Class 2. 






c^alba 


c^al 


'overflowed' 


espa 


es 


'bloomed' 


g^aqpa (intr) 


6**aq 


'broke' 


baspa 


bos 


'chirped' 


Im 


5i 


/died* 


nuba nuppa 


nup 


'drowned' 


gorba 


sor 


'escaped' 


^ikspa 


ziks 


'feared' 


duspa (intr) 


dus 


'herd (cattle or other 
animals)' 


c^onspa 


c^ons 


'jumped across' 


rilba 


ril 


'rolled' 



3.3.1. Classification of Adjectives 

Adjectives in Purki can be classified into two categories : 
(i) basic and (ii) derived. Those adjectives which belong to 
the basic category are not derived from other grammatical 
categories. As the term implies the adjectives which belong 
to the derived category are derived from other grammatical 
categories. The adjectives can be further classified as 
adjectives of QMa/i7>' and Quantity. This distinction is based 
on the criterion of distributional differences. 



The occurrence of all these categories is optional. Only the 
head noun occurs obligatorily in a noun phrase construction. 
The various types of noun phrase constructions may be shown 



N 

Demons. + N 

Demons. + adj.QuaLi+ N 

Demons. + adj.Qual.i+ adj.Qual.2+ N 

Demons. -|- adj.Qual.i+ adj.Qual.2-r adj.Qual.3+ N 

Demons.+ adj.Qual.i+ adj.Qual.2+ adj.Qual.3' + Nh + Nm 

Demons.+ adj.Qual.i+ adj.Qual.2+ adj.Qual.g, •• +Nh+ Nm + adj.Quan. 

Demons.+ adj.Qual.i+adj.Qual,2+ adj.Qual.3, Nh | j^e^Tu^r} "^ adj.Quan. 

Noun Phrase 



Demons . 



Proximate 



I 



Remote 

I 

I 



within the out of 
sight sight 



I 
adj. Qual. 



Noun 

I 

Nh 



I 
adj. Quan. 



Collective 

measure 



Quan. 



I I I 

adj. Qual.i adj. Qual. 2 adj. Quals,. 



Verb Phrase 
I 



Main Verb Time Place 



III I 

Verb Object Instrument Dative, 



4.1.4. Word Order 

Purki is a verb final language. In Purki, verb normally 
occurs in the fihal position of a sentence. The word order is 
subject, object and -verb (SOV). Subject occurs in the initial 
position of a sentence. Object follows the subject but precedes 
the verb. The word order is not a grammatical feature. It 
is implied by this statement that the change in the word order 
docs not produce ungrammatical sentences. Unlike English 
where the word order is a grammatical feature in Purki it is a 
stylistic feature. The change in the word order for stylistic 
purposes does not affect the grammaticality of a sentence. The 
cases such as Instrument, Dative, Ablative etc. precede the 
main verb. 
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